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CHAPTERS 242 & 243, LAWS, SESSION OF 1912,

warded to the clerk of the Court of Common Pleas or
register of deeds, wherever such office exists, for filing
with thé approval of the said governing body endorsed
thereon. ;

3. Whenever any such map, plat or plan or chart shall
be filel for approval with the governing body of any
municipality the said governing body shall approve or
disapprove the same within thirty days from the receipt
thereof.

4. This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved March 28, 1912.

CHAPTER 243.

An Act to authorize the State Water-Supply Commis-
sion to have supervision over the erection and main-
tenance of dams on certain rivers and streams or
rzservoirs within this State or between this and any
other State,

BE 1T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly
of the State of New Jersey:

1. No municipal corporation, corporation or person
shall, without the consent of the State Water-Supply
Commission, build any reservoir or construct any dam
on any river or stream in this State or between this
and any other State, which will raise the waters of such
river or stream more than five feet above their usual
mean low-water height, nor repai- alter or improve
dams now existing, which so raise the water, without
such consent, but this act shall not affect or relate .o
dams where tlie drainage area above the same shall be
less than one square mile in extent.

2. Every municipal corporation, corporation or per-
son before the erection by it of any dam or reservoir,
subject to the provisions of this act, shall zpply to the
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State Water-Supply Comimission for the approval of
the plazs of such dam or reservoir, which approval said
commisston is authorized to grant with such modifica-
tions, limitations or changes as in its judgment may be
recessuary for the protection of life and properiy. If
any municipal corporatica, corporation or person hz.
heretofore secured the property necessary for any dam,
reservoir, or water power development and in good faith
commenced the constructior of the same, this section
shall not apply to such construction, if maps, plans and
descriptions of the proposed constructicn shall be filed
with the commission witnia ninety days of the approval
cf tiis act.

3. Every municipal corporation corporauion or per-
son owring and maintaining or having control of any
dam or reservoir shall, upon written reque:t therefor,
furnish to the State Water-Supply Commission as full,
true and particular deccriptiO' of such dam or reser-
voir as may be practicable, and shall, when so requested
Ly the commission, ccuse to be made such necessary
surveys, plans and drawings of any existing dam or
reservoir as may be necessary to give sufficient inforina-
tion concerning uny such dam or reservoir for the de-
termination of its safety as may be required by said
commission.

4. The State Water-Supply Commission upon appli-
cation made to it in writing by any person owning or
representing property liable to be injured or destroyed
bv the breaking of any dam or reservoir, or upon appli-
cation being made by the mayor or governing body of
any municipality on account of possible danger of loss
of life or of injury to any highway or bridge within
taeir jurisdiction from the breaking of any dam or
reservoir, or without such complaint whenever the com-
mission shail have cause to apprehend that any dam or
reservoir is unsafe, shall forthwith thoroughly inspect
such dam or reservoir. Tf, in its judgment such dam
or reserveir be not sufficiently strong to resist the pres-
sure of water upon it, or if from any other cause the
commission shall determine such dam or reservoir to
be unsafe, ar if, in its judgment, there is reasonable
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cause to believe that danger to life or property may
be apprehended from such dam or reservoir, the com-
mission shall determine whether the water above such
dam or in such reservoir shall be drawn ir whole or
part, what alterations, additions and repairs are neces-
sary to be made to such dam or reservoir to make the
same safe, and shall forthwith in writing notify the
owner or person having control of such dam or reser-
voir to cause such additions, alterations and repairs in
said dam or reservoir to be made within the tm= to be
limited in such notice, and may order the water above
such dam or in :aid reservoir to be drawn off in whole
or in part as said commission may determine.

5. If tae owrer or person having the control of any
dam or reservoir who shall be required to draw off the
wate. o~ a portion of the water, or to make alteratior.s
in any dam or reservoir or repairs thereon or additions
thereto in the manner prescribed in the preceding sec-
tion, shall not forthwith comply with such requirements
or shall not prosecute the work, when commenced, w xth
reasonable expedition, the commission is hereby author-
ized to direct the Attorney-General to procecd in the
name >f the State to enforce its order in a court of
competent jurisdiction; upon the filing of a petition by
the Attcerey-General in such court, a citation shall is-
sue to the persocn controlling or owning such dam or
reservoir, commanding him to appear at a time and
place nimead therein to show cause, if any exists, why
the relief praved for should nct he granted, and the
court shall summarily hear the said cause, and upon

hearing the parties, and by proceeding ex - = - *¢ the
respondent fails to appeai, the conrt 1, ach
order and decree in the premises as will ¢ .y se-

cure the persons interested from danger ot loss from
the breaking of the dam or reservoir complained of,
and the court may enforce such orders and decree by
injunction, process by contempt, by sequestration, or
by such other processes as may be applicable in such
cases.

6. Where hy the laws of tiis State any company may
be authorized to be formed for the purpose of dnmn'mq
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rivers or streams in this State or between this and any
other State and to erect dams not to exceesd a certain
height, the State Water-Supply Commissicn miay au-
thorize such company to construct dams of a greater
height vhere in its judgment the interests of the eno-
nomical development of water power may require the
same, provided the commission be first satishied that
such dam shall be constructed of sufficient strength
to make the same safe, and that due compensation be
made to the cwpers of any land or rights n land and
water which may be affected by the construction cf
the same.

The State Water-Supply Commiission is hereby
au'.honzed, when provided with sufficient funds, to
create a department for the inspecticn of existing dams
and reservolrs and for the supervision of the erection
of - ew daras and reserveirs hereafter to be constructed,
to wwe end that said structures mayv be built with due
regard for the safety of property »nd life which might
be endangered by the improper construction of any
dams and reservoirs in this State or upon streams be-
tween this and any other State.

8 When any dam or reservoir has been in existence
twenty vears, and the owners of land alc ng the shores
above such a dam or oa such a reservoir, have mude or
sha!ll have made permianent Lmprovemeuts on said fand
cr where said sheres have become a populated commun-
ity, depending upon the permanency of the condition
created, the owner or owners of such dan: or reservoir
shall net have the right, without the consént of the
State Water-Supplv Commission to tear down, destroy
er abandon such dams nr reservoirs, or withdraw the
water below the vsuai low water-mark or maintain suach
a condition, excent for the purpose of necessary repairs,
when a petitinn, signed by a majority of land owners
along the shore >f anv pond formed by any such dam
or reservoir, protesting against the removal of any such
dam, water or reservoir, has been filed with the State
Water-Suppiv Commiission.

in such a case the Stare "Vate~Surplv Commission
shall grant a hearing, upan twenty days’ notice to all
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the parties interested, ard may then establish and fix
a permanent low water-mark, and should it appear that
the maintenance of such a dain would be an undue
burden upon the owner or owners thereof, the land
owners interested above such dam or around such reser-
voir, may be ordered to pay a part or all of the expenses
of maintenance, according to the discretion of the said
commission.

9. Should any part or section of this act be declared
unconstitutionai, such decision shall not affect the force
or validity of the remaining portion of this act.

10. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this
act are hereby repealed, and this act shall take effect
immediately.

Approved March 28, 1912.

CHAPTER 244

An Act to incorporate the borough of Peapack and
Gladstone, in the county of Somerset.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly
of the State of New Jersey:

i. The inhabitants of that portion of the township of
Bedminster, in the county of Somerset, hereinafter set
fo.th, are hereby constituted and declared to be a body
corporated in fact and in law by the name of the bor-
ough of Peapack and Gladstone, and shall be gov-
erned by the general laws of this State relaung to hor-
oughs.

2. The beurdaries of the said borough shall be as fol-
lows: Beginning at a point in the middle of the north
branch of the Raritan river and at the intersection of
the boundaries of the townships of Bernards and Bed-
minster, in the county of Somerset, and the townships
of Chester and Mendham in the county of Marris, and
runs thence down the middle of the said north branch of
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